
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Ranjit Lal is an author and columnist and writes for children and adults. He has had 30 books published so far, 

fiction and non-fiction. As a journalist and columnist he has over 1,000 articles/features published under his name in 

over 50 publications. He currently writes a column, ‘Down in Jungleland’ in the Sunday magazine, ‘Eye’ of The 

Indian Express . His special interests include photography, natural history, birds, dogs, automobiles, cooking, and 

humour.  

 

 

Question: How did you start writing for children? Was this something you planned? 

Answer: I discovered that I enjoyed writing for children more and it this interest developed more or less 

naturally. There was no plan as such, it just happened. And of course, the children can be from any age 

group, between 10 (and now even younger) to 100!  

 

Question: You have written stories across an amazingly wide and untouched bandwidth within the 

children's literature ranging from female infanticide, child abuse, dementia, and wildlife. Do you find 

it challenging to shift from writing for children to young adults? Is there any age group for which you 

have a special inclination? 

Answer: Some of the subjects (like female infanticide) can be challenging. As for age groups the solution 
is both simple and not so simple. Have children across an age spectrum in your story and try to figure 
out how each would react to the situation at hand. An 8-year-old child will react, to say, dementia, in a 
different way than an 18-year-old teenager would. The challenge lies in expressing both views. This 
works, because in every family there are children of various age groups. I like a variety in ages because 
you have to figure out each one's reactions/attitudes. For instance, in Our Nana was a Nutcase, the two 
youngest kids had a very different take on dementia than their elder sisters did. 
 
Question: Do you feel that children’s books, in terms of content, are still evolving and a lot more 
should be written about contemporary social issues than nostalgia? 

 
Answer: It certainly is evolving and has come a long way in the past few years, but there's a very long 
way to go. There are still subjects that are considered as a 'taboo', especially when they deal with 
relationships (which, is the number one problem with teenagers these days) and attitude towards sex. 
Certainly a lot more needs to be written about these issues. 
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Question: How can we make children read about real environment issues without making it didactic? 
 
Answer:  Nature and environmental issues have enough adventure, drama, melodrama, and incredible 
stuff going on for the best thriller ever, so there's absolutely no reason why they have to be boring.  
I agree sometimes writing about environmental issues can seem terribly goody-goody and moralistic, 
but therein lies the challenge…you can use these situations as the basis for even action stories—driving 
your point home and yet not coming across as preachy.  
 
Question: What do you think of children’s literature published in India? Where do you think Indian 
children's literature stands globally? 
 
Answer:  It has come a long way, but needs to go a very long way indeed. While more and more 
'difficult' subjects are being considered, marketing remains one bugbear. Editors will tell you they loved 
your story but alas marketing had a problem. Perhaps marketing should first ensure that books by Indian 
children's authors are not stocked near the toilets in most bookstores. I often jokingly say, I don't write 
books but secret documents. It is not encouraging when potential reader after reader comes up to you 
and says, 'I couldn't find your book!' 
 
Question: Any interesting projects that you are currently working on?  
 
Answer: The successor to 'How Weird is That?'! 
 
Question: In this age of Internet and video games, how do you think children can be attracted  
to books? 
 
Answer: Schools (and parents) need to be at the forefront of the battle! The Internet and TV are 
formidable adversaries because they're so easy to access and need so little brainpower to imbibe. If kids 
are encouraged to read since a very young age, with parents reading to them when they're toddlers, this 
habit can be seeded. And parents must set the example, by reading themselves. 
 
Question: Do you have the 'one' favorite book which you have authored? 
 
Answer:  'The Crow Chronicles' will always be up there because it was the first book out, but 'Faces in 
the Water' is up there with it too because it was a challenge. And of course, 'The Life and Times of Altu 
Faltu' because...well you'll need to read it, to figure out! 
 
Question: Is there any book that has particularly touched you? Would you like to share a few words 
on that? 
 
Answer:  I don't think there's a single book that has influenced my life. But there have been scores of 
authors who have had some kind of impact or the other.  
 
Question: How do you see the stories in ‘How weird is that?’ ...helping children to connect and 
appreciate the nature. 
 

Answer:  Hopefully it will pique their curiosity about nature—and also make them realize that nothing 

needs to be rigidly fixed in society, because...well, some daddies can be mummies and some mummies 

eat daddies!  


